
Tricorder Hat 

 

Mr. Spock wore a wool hat to hide his ears in the 1967 Star Trek episode “City on the Edge of 

Forever” and of course the tricorder is a must-have for any Enterprise crew member on an 

exploratory mission! 

The name also describes the cords on this hat, which fan downward in groups of three and 

end in faux tassels. I was thinking of a young man’s preferences when making this hat, but it 

would make a nice woman’s hat too. The color pattern is called “Two Color Twisted Ladder” 

in Barbara G. Walker’s “Treasury of Knitting Patterns” (first volume).  It uses the two-color 

technique that she calls Mosaic knitting, adding a nifty twist to the slipped stitches to 

simulate a cable. 

Materials: Worsted weight wool in two colors; I used less than ½ skein of each for this hat.  

16” Size 10 circular needle (6 mm.) and double pointed needles. Tapestry needle for weaving 

in ends. 

Gauge: 20 stitches = 4 inches over the Twisted Ladder pattern.  The hat pictured measures 9 

inches across when laid flat.  The model in the pictures has a head which measures 22 inches.  

To adjust the size, you could maybe add or subtract 15 stitches (one group of cords) and stick 

with the pattern.  Another idea would be to keep 6 groups of cords but adjust the number of 

stitches between them  (instead of starting with K2 P3 ribbing, change to K2 P2 for a smaller 

hat or to K2 P4 for a larger hat and adjust the pattern accordingly). 

 

 



Two Color Twisted Ladder Pattern: 

Slipped stitches in R3 and R4 are slipped as if to purl, with yarn held in back. 

TK2 = skip one stitch and K next stitch.  Without slipping stitch from needle, K the skipped 

stitch.  Slip both stitches off needle. 

Color A      Color B 

R1:  *  TK2  K3 
R2:  *  K2  P3 
R3:  *  Sl2  K3 
R4:  *  Sl2  P3 
 
Begin Hat Pattern: Cast on 90 stitches using Color A. 
 
Edging: Do K2 P3 ribbing for 5 rows (about 1 inch). 

Hat Body: Begin the Two Color Twisted Ladder Pattern and knit until the hat measures about 

5 inches from the cast-on edge, ending after R4 of the pattern.  For the hat pictured, the 

pattern was repeated 8 times (32 rows). 

Crown Decrease:  This will add about 2 inches to the hat.  If you like a larger hat, knit more 

repeats of the ladder pattern before beginning the decrease.  (Each 4-row repeat adds about 

½ inch.)  When ready, cut Color B leaving enough yarn to weave in.  Pick up color A and begin 

decreasing as follows: 

R1:  *  K2  P2TOG  P1  K2  P3  K2  P1  P2TOG  (78) 

R2, R4, R6, R8, R10:  K all K stitches, P all P stitches 

R3:  K1  *  K2TOG  P1  K2  P3  K2  P1 K2TOG   (66) 

R5:  *  K1  K2TOG  K2  P3  K1  K2TOG   (54) 

R7:  *  K2TOG  K2TOG  P3  K2TOG    (36) 

R9:  *  K3TOG  P3      (24) 

R11: *  P2TOG       (12) 

The numbers in parentheses are how many stitches to expect after the row is completed. 

Finishing: Cut yarn, leaving 8 inches.  Using tapestry needle, thread yarn through remaining 
stitches twice, then thread the needle through the hole in the center of the hat and pull 
tight.  Weave in all ends. 
 
 
This is an original copyrighted pattern, published January 2008 by Katherine E. Fagan at 

http://kefagan.wordpress.com/.  It may be printed out and used for personal or charity purposes but please do 

not reproduce in any print or electronic publication without permission. 


